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HIV Education for the Ride Home

By Ben Reninga
Columbia Daily Spectator

A year ago, a group of Columbia
student activists on their way to a con-
cert downtown had an epiphany: what if
they found a way to occupy commuters’
idle time spent riding the subway and
spread information about a major local
and global health crisis at the same time?
The result was Stop AIDS in Its Tracks,
a grassroots HIV/AIDS prevention pro-
gram that targets New Yorkers as they
ride the subway.

Katrina Ciraldo, CC '08 and the pro-
gram’s current coordinator, said that stu-
dents enter subway cars, briefly give out
condoms and information on HIV/AIDS
testing and prevention, and move to the
next car. “Basically, we panhandle,” she
said. “You can be a normal person and
join, and every condom you give out is
potentially saving a life.”

New York City has more than 80,000
confirmed HIV-positive residents, and
potentially many more who are unaware
of their HIV status. In the face of a nation-
al debate on the current administration’s
‘abstinence-only’ policy and the role of sex
education in public schools, Stop AIDS in
Its Tracks takes an alternative approach,
providing condoms and informational
packets on safe sex to ordinary people on
the subway. The program is part of the
oncampus activist group Global Justice,
whose theme this year is prevention.

Participants meet once a week and
go out into the subway system for two-
hour sessions on Friday and Saturday
evenings., Many of the group’s volun-
teers say the most rewarding aspect of
the program is the responses they get
from the public. According to Kim Sue,
CC '06, “Eighty percent of responses are
positive,” despite occasional negative re-
actions. “So much of activist work is in-
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